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Turning our faces toward Perú 
 was reminded the other day of Jesús when he made his final trip into 
Jerusalem.  He pulled together his resolve, gathered his friends and went.  
Part of our teammates in Perú, Laurie and Billy Drum, made it there about a 

year ago.  They are moving into a different house and it has worked out that we 
will probably be moving into their current place.  This was exciting news for us to 
be able to know that we will have somewhere to stay and that is almost half the 
rent we are paying here in San José.  But it wasn´t until Laurie sent us the link 
to see the house that something clicked inside me.  We watched the silent 
tour of the house with anticipation to see how big and how many bedrooms, 
bathrooms, etc., with Ash reminding me all the while,  “None of the 
furniture comes with it…imagine it without furniture… “ 
 
Somewhere in this process, my head caught up with my heart and I 
realized we really are moving to Perú and God really does mean for us to 
go.  God has been preparing a place for us not only by providing a house, but by 
preparing hearts ahead of time to receive what he can convey through our 
family.  Ash had already been moving that direction by sorting through 
all those papers which accumulate over time and starting to make piles 
of things staying or going, but for me seeing our future house, a place 
we can really make a home after all of this transition, was a gentle hand 
turning my head and a voice saying, finish what you need to do here, do it 
well and come and see.  
 
 Jesus is inviting us to share in his journey, not to Jerusalem this time for us, 
but to Huancayo and the surrounding areas.  He is asking us to share his love 
for people who need him as desperately as we do whom God has created 
with souls longing for the One who has created the mountains and the ocean 
and the powerful creature s who live there.  Jesus has asked us to count the 
cost, because as excited as we can get in a moment of revelation, something as 
simple sounding as moving to Perú contains thousands of little steps, each one a 
challenge in itself.   Who wants a disciple who will only go half 
way?  In August we will joyfully make it to Perú, but as the 
story of how God called us into world missions ends, the story 
of how God loved the people of Perú through the McEuen 
Family begins.   
 
God bless you in all you do.  ¡Que Dios los bendiga! 
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Countdown to Perú 
ccording to our official calendar on our blog, we have now  been living in Costa Rica for 346 days.  We arrived on a typically 
rainy day on July 15, 2008, and were met at the airport by a friendly student and a taxi driver to take us back to the place we 
were to stay until our house was ready (about five days later).  We were also met at the airport by baggage officials who told 

us that the only bags we had were the ones we carried on the plane.  The rest, unfortunately, were still in Fort Lauderdale because 
they had not made the transfer.   

It has been a tremendous year since then, having made great friends and learned tons of Spanish and culture.   The time 
here is winding down, though, and we have only about a month and a half left of language school.  If plans go as we hope (and we 
hope our hopes are the same as God´s hopes), we will once again board a plane on Monday, August 17 for the three and half hour 
flight to Lima, Peru.  We will spend a short time in Lima (also waiting for a friend from the school who is flying in the next day with 
some of our baggage as well) before boarding a bus for the six and half our bus ride up the side of the Andes mountains (in three 
hours of driving we will go from sea-level to three miles elevation at the continental divide.  We are excited to get to Peru, but at the 
same time, we are sad to leave the people we have grown to love here in Costa Rica.   

 
 

Put your hand on your headé on your easé on 

your toesé 
  ince the beginning of May, Ash and Audra have been teaching English to a 
group of Costa Ricans at one of the local ministries.  This was our second 
session of lessons, and so the directors had an idea already of what kind of 

things we were capable of.  I don´t know if that is why they asked us to teach to 
beginning class or not, but that´s where we were.  It was the largest class, with an 
average of around 30 students ranging from five years old to more than sixty with 
varying levels of Spanish ability.  We told them from the very first day that an 
important part about learning a language is having fun.  If you don´t have fun, you´re 
not going to be able to laugh at your mistakes, and this is a key part of the learning 
process.    The very first day, we had them do the Hokey Pokey, and they laughed watching 
us putting our left foot in and putting our left foot out ”before shaking them all about.”  As 
we concluded our time together we talked about everything from body parts, to present 
progressive verbs (I am speaking), to how to describe a person and tons of things in 
between.  Some left the class speaking more English than before.  Others left with a bit 
more confidence.  Some came with the confidence and we were just there.  We have to 
tell you, we grew to love seeing those people every week, and we made some great starts 
of friendships.  It was sad having to say goodbye at the end of the last class.  Here are 
three notes that we received from a few of the students.  Translated they read (from the 
top):   
 
I love all of you and thank you for everything you have taught me.  I will always love you 
and I will miss you very much and I give you greetings because we are going now and 
thank you although they taught me English and I love them very much with my heart and 
I very much hope you will remember me.  I love you a lot with my heart.   
 
I love you very much I will remember you in my heart with tenderness tiffany I really like  
you.  Thank you for teaching me to speak a little English.  I live you a lot with 
much, much love.   tiffany again I really like you with my heart.  Thank you. I like 
you a lot.  I hope that you will remember me.  Thank you.  I love you a lot with my 
heart.   
 
For:  Ash and Audra – 
May God bless you and fill you with blessings. May your future journey give you a 
good experience and a grand adventure beside the people that surround you.  May 
God guide you always on a good path and that your bags are full of good resources.  
May God give you strength and courage to push forward.  Receive many blessings.  I 
will remember you. 
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WHAT WILL YOU REMEMBE R  

ABOUT JUNE 2009?  
MY CLASSES AT SCHOOL 

ARE PUSHING ME HARD THIS 

MONTH .  EVEN THOUGH IT 

WAS EXTRA WORK , 

TEACHING ENGLISH WAS A 

LOT OF FUN TO DO .  IT HAS 

ALSO BEEN GREAT WORK ING 

AT THE PROGRAM FOR M EN 

WITH ADDICTIONS .   
 

I MET W INNIE THE POOH 

THIS MONTH AND I LOVE 

WATCHING THE VIDEO .  I 

CRY WHEN IT IS OVER .  I 

ALSO LEARNED HOW TO 

YELL FOR JOY WHILE 

RUNNING .  I ALSO LEARNED 

HOW TO SAY , ñGRACIASò, 

BUT IT SOUNDS MORE 

ITALIAN THAN SPANISH .   
 

 I LIKED GOING TO THE M OVIES WITH 

THE FAMILY TO SEE UP WITH ALL 

THE COOL NEW 3D  STUFF.  I FEEL 

LIKE MY SPEAKING ABI LITY IN 

SPANISH HAS IMPROVED A LOT THIS 

MONTH .  OH YEAH , AND I REALLY 

LIKE THE TURNO , TOO , WITH ALL 

THE OXEN AND THE CAR TS.   

 

I LOVED DOING THE 

PLAY AT SCHOOL WHEN 

I WAS ONE OF THE 

MAIN CHARACTERS 

WITH LOTS OF LINES T O 

REMEMBER .  I SAW 

SOME COOL ACTS ON 

BRITAIN ´S GOT 

TALENT .  WE ALSO 

HAD SOME REALLY 

COOL THUNDER AND 

LIGHTNING STORMS .    
 

EDEN , A GOOD FRIEND OF 

MINE , HAD A BIRTHDAY 

PARTY THAT WAS A LOT  OF 

FUN .  SCHOOL IS OVER FOR 

THE SUMMER (H OORAY !)   

WE ALSO WENT TO THE 

PARK A LOT AND PLAYE D 

SOCCER AND THINGS WI TH 

OUR FRIENDS .   

 

I WILL REMEMBER THE 

BALLEW FAMILY  COMING 

TO VISIT US  FROM 

GEORGIA .  THAT ´S A 

HAPPY THING .  A  SAD 

THING IS THAT PHIL , A 

FRIEND OF OURS , LEFT TO 

GO TO COLLEGE IN THE  

STATES .  I ALSO LIKED 

HELPING  MRS. S. MOVE 

TO HER NEW HOUSE .   
 



 

How to contact us 
 

Snail Mail:  

This will work for 

about another month... 

The McEuen Family  

Instituto de Lengua Española 

Apartado 100-2350 

San José, Costa Rica 

 

E-Mail:  southernbranch@peoplepc.com 

 

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress (English) 

www.circuloabiertoparaperu.wordpress.com (Español) 

 

Twitter:  OpenCirclePeru 

 

Facebook: Ash McEuen 

 

Online Photo Album:  picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru  

 

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta area number we answer through our computer) 

2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)  

Our phone (and skype) is hooked through our computer in a back room.  We will try to listen for the phone, 

but sometimes (okay, often) miss it.  Leave a message, and we will get back to you. 

 

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we can talk for free) 

 

 

 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIś, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail ____________________________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip __________________________  

 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church ___________________________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/323ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 

 

mailto:southernbranch@peoplepc.com
http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress
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