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This month’s newsletter is a little bit different. A lot of things happened to us this month. We’ve had two
groups of visitors from the United States: The Ballew Family from Ball Ground, Georgia, and Ash’s parents from
Broadus, Montana. The Ballews were members of the last church where we served and they were able to
relive old times by leading a Vacation Bible School program for children of fellow students at the Language
School while the parents were in a week long revival. Ash’s parents came for a visit for a week, had a chance
to talk with other missionaries to discover if we were the only crazy ones to leave the states to move to Latin
America. (They discovered there are a lot of us here!)

The next few weeks are going to be very busy for us as well. The end of July, Ash and Audra have oral exams
and a three hour written grammar test in order to see how much they have learned this year (short answer:
tons). They are also packing up and saying goodbyes. If things go as we hope (and we hope that God hopes
the same as we hope), this will be the final time we will be writing to you from Costa Rica. On August 17, we
say our final goodbyes to the warm and wonderful people and culture of Costa Rica to make new friends and
learn a new culture in Peru. It has been a long journey. Thanks for taking it with us, so far (there is a lot more
to come). In this edition of Circulo Abierto para Peréach of us had an assignment: reflect on finishing up our
year here in Costa Rica at language school. We didn’t read what anybody else wrote. We just wrote. This is
just a tiny sampling of what we’re thinking and feeling.

Right and Wrong
by Audra
I've been thinking about what it it live in a
foreign countryand | have noticed a few thing
One is about how we as North Americans are uged
to knowing our rights and what we are entitled tj-
andr at least while in the United States of#
Canada we know pretty much what to expeci@
from situations, other people and owlves.

When we moved to Costa Rica a year ago, e
started finding cultval differences which

July 2008-- Audra at our sometimes we found annoying, other time July 2008 Audra enjoying yet
- Sommssenngenicet . interesting and stil other fimes amusing. i Sotrer anstomn Costa Kica
example, when we first moved into our new home
we had been used to filling uie kitchen sink with hot water and dish soap in order to wash dishes.
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head), and it is not common to plug up the sink and use the same water for all of the dishes. Instead, you u



some detergent paste and a sponge, soap the disheg
and rinse them with a stream of fresh cold water. islt
different, but it worksp 2 KFG ¢S KIR
way of doing something was fairly unheard of here.
sometimes forget that just becaad have decided to dg
a2YSUKAY3 |+ OSNIFAY oI @&
YIye glreéa 2F aR2Ay3 Al¢

Recently someone told us that we missionaries ‘tlo
need to learn the culture of the place where we a
serving because the Bible speaks for itselthil@v/l know
the Bible speaks to people in incomprehensible way
also know that when | understand the culture in whic
the Bible was written, | can understand deeper contexts of what God really did (and continues to do). Fc
example, | learned a grammaponstruction in Spanish this week in which if you add one word the whole
YSIYAYy3 A& FYLIEAFTASRO® LG 32Sa fA1S U KobhctozmyAoRis L 2
not eating well) everyone will understand what | mean. Butif | s&i® 2 OG 2 NE mgd2 X3 2@ A §\?
OGN yaF2NX¥a Yeé YSFEyAy3d (2 az2YSOGKAy3a tA1ST a520G2N
0SOlIdzaS L KIFI@S G2 LINBLINB aLISOALFt F22R YR GNB {
GKFG GKSNB YIé 0SS a2YSGKAY3I &SNR 2 dzad change\iRe\fridahing
FNRY &'yrotedtifgfigt (2 6sYidteafingyightanditis FFSOGAY 3 Y& A FS D
one word can mak¥ How am | ever gomto undestand what people are really saying between the lines if |
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don’t understand the culture and language in which they are living.

Right now Gd is working with me on seeing things more as he sees them and not throwing actions | observ
immediately into theright pile andwrong pile. | am learning to take the time to find the thought behind the
action, and seeing how it can point to him. Alike St. Patrick who took the love the folks of Ireland had of
creation and showed them how it pointed to the creator. In Peru, many people still worship the rocks, the
spirits of animals and make live sacrifices (and | put these quickly interthng pile), but not all things in all
areas of their lives are wrong. The people are tremendous artists making textiles and carvings as well as h:
workers and strong forces in their families and communities. It is going to take much time and effort to se
where God is already present, but worth it all to be able to show the Peruvians how close God already is °
them and how they can pursue that relationship.

Please pray for us as we head to Peru and begin to know the people whom God has called us toatewee, th
might be ever listening to the Holy Spirit as we are shown new ways of pointing to the truth and light of JesL
Christ in this world.

The Gate
by Ash
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hot up here, so we just use it as a common space. A place to which any of us who wanted to be alone, cot
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windows. One faces east toward the language school, a volcano and the sunrise. The other faces south.
OFyQl aSS a YdzOK 20d&ENJ Gy SoA BK odsenkEthezay®, ly@Eb2yorid B [8aves we
know there are more mountains, the neighborhoods of Desamparados (which rhepglsss) and a river.



As | climbed the stairs a few minutes ago, | paused at
window looking south. Most of the windows are louvere
glass panes that we rotate to circulate the air in and o
This window is different, though. It is on ange that allows
it to swing wide open like a shutter. Standing there
welcomed the cool refreshing breeze as | gazed at the nea
Y2dzy Ul Ayao a[221a tA1S Ad
hazy clouds at their peaks. Not a surprising propheceindu
the rainy season, | know, but one nonetheless. The view l
peaceful, everthough it is a city. But | sigd, thinking about kg
the work | had to get done. Turning aw&yoticed the sun  July 2009 Ay | i

July 2008 Ash at the Fourth of
meyconcert and fireworks in For  Dreak through the clouds, casting a spotlight on a verd: andAsh enjoyinga

: few moments.
Oalethoroe. Georaia. green field on the side of one of the mountains.
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goal in reach, why is it so hard to let go of Costa Rica?

| think about growing up in southeastern Montana on my grandparents and parents ranch. Throyglathe
6SQBS 2NJ SR | GFENASGe 2F ftAQSaG201% odzi F2NJ Y2
AYFNILSAG yAYlLfta D2R S@OSNJ ONBFGSR® ¢ KS@QNBE Odzii S
YR g22f&¢ O 2sdrption ob tBeir thinkih@ Rilk, aRvéell. | remember one time in particular. The
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good grass and weeds, so it was time to move on. The ndotdier was full of lush green alfalfa along with
FNBaK gl 0SN) YR &aKSft G4SN ¢t KSE@QR KI @S SOSNBUKAY:
and I) spread out under the trees along the river and gathered up the flock before gently coaxmgpthard

the gate leading into their new home. They moved easily, but as soon as they saw the opening in the fenc
they baulked. They stopped. They put their hooves in and would not move. Occasionally a brave one wol
step forward, sniffingthe aifNJ KAy da 2F ¢KI G fAS KSIRX odzi | &
spin around and run back into the safety of the group. In desperation we tried to use force and dragged on
through the gate, but as soon as she was free from us, she rudhedp (G KNP dzZ3K GKS 3+ GS
remember what we finally did, but eventually one went, found the grass was indeed greener on the other sidt
of the fence, and the others stampeded through to join her.

=

Here we are in Costa Rica and the gat¢ 5 RS 2 LISy @ LGQa y2a a 8 NI ©
plenty of missionary work to be done hard 1 Q&4 2dzad GKIF G AGQ& )\ 02 Y 2
20 years since we were moving sheep to the new pasture, | understan&tBe$LIQ & K S a 7\ GFraAazy
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involved. We learned the culture (at least parts of it). Before coming here, some of the people in the Missio
Society home®8 FA OS 221 Ay3dfe &FARX ahillteées y2g R2y Qi 32 7
0§ KSNB ¢
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language and a culture. To learn to love the people. To discover what God is doing and then move forwa
from there. To learn to love God in a whole new way.

The gate is open ande know green pastures and still waters are waiting for us in Peru. But still, it is hard to
go.
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outside | hear the incoherent ramblingsofd y 2y | RNMz2 Ay RdzOSR KA3IK 6KS
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waft in. | see the familiar buildings on the hillsides. | hear the car alarmdsthe police sirens. | smell
someone cooking dinner: greasy empanadas, picadillo and beans and rice. Sounds and sights and sn
pSQPS 02YS G2 (y28 a2 ¢gStto L 1y26 LQY K2YSX
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Amazing Year

by Kia (age almost 14)
This last yar in Costa Rica has been so amazing
have made so many friendships and memories.
believe that this year has been the most challengihg
spiritually, emotionally and physically. Along wi l -
learning Spanish, | have been able to work with kjg f“- 3
and younggirls in poor areas, along with translati
for visitors.

To tell the truth, these past few weeks have bes
really hard for me. [ really want to stay here in Cos {

Rica with my friends youth group and to continue * July 2009 Kia with a good friend of
July 2008 Kiaatthe  grow in Christ. But | just recently realized that k her s, Daniel AaMa

Fourth of duly concertanc ¢ § Ay 35 LQY aitSLIIAY3 past sixteen years or 0. by
Oglethorpe, Georgia. ~ Lord with my future. If he wants us to stay herc,

GKFiQa 3aANBFG L¥ KS ¢gFyta dza Ay t SNHz

LQ@S | £ NBI R &le try®g'td dodgg $i& haildl8ries [see the newsletter for December 2008]. But
one thing | learned is that if we bring ourselves to love and open ourselves to the pain that comes in the en
that through the hard times, we seem to get closer to God. ©géts closer to us so that we feel comfort
gKSY ¢S FSSt 230G FYR 6KSY 6SQONB t2yStesx S FAy
us through every hard time we face. | think that if we keep that truth in sight, then we canrigdeaedship.

Now, | encourage you to go on a deeper level of trust with God so that you can face your fears, troubles, at
difficulties so that you are free of those burdens and able to do what God wants you do.

Costa Rica

oe 1@fAT o138 wmo
LOPS NBrefxe SR Y& GAYS KSNB Ay /2adGF wAOF® 2KSy g8
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for the International Youth Group (IYG) tHagjo to. Their family is really nice and the two teens, Eden and
Serena, became my first friends in Costa Rica. Soon after we met the Longs, we started meeting more famil
and | began to feel more at home. It was really cool to be able to go to theaparklay soccer (a sport that |
RARY QU (y26 K2g (2 LIF&0 gA0GK LIS2LXS L KFENRfte 1Yy
G2 adFNI a2 LQR 0SS FofS G2 aSS (GKSY SOSNE Rl &0



When school finally did start | met a lot morg
people and | got tssee them and hang ou
gAOUK GKSY S@OSNE RI&d
started to go to IYG. The people that go the
are really cool, | found that out pretty fast
Even though | only see them once a week th
are really special to me. At IYG we play so
ganes, listen to a speaker, and then we havg
special music time to reflect in what the
speaker said. When the meeting is over v

July 20091 Ay |withSTee (missionary
) ] * headed to Heduras) Mandi (missionary
July 2008/ Aylis at the can talk to friends and just hang out. | really lil heading to Ecuador) and Nathan (frien:
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fireworks in Fort Oalethoroe.

So everything was going well at that point. School was as good as school gets, | had cool friends, and | wen
an amazing youth group. But then December came and the trimester for school ended, so some friends had
leave. When one of myogd friends, Abbie, left | was really, really sad. | missed seeing her everyday anc
having our little inside jokes. Others of my friends left too, and nothing was exactly the same without them
But | still had some other friends to cheer me up after thesland | spent a lot of time with them after that.
During the Christmas break we were almost inseparable!

When school restarted the following months were mostly uneventful. We had the same routines and nof
much happened. Then as the months went by, Agaihe. The trimester ended, again. Friends had to leave,
again. | had to say goodbye, again. | was sad, again. | realized that | only had a few more months in Costa |
and | started to worry. | really tried to spend as much time with friends as possiblgith exams coming up

it was hard to find the time. So April, May, and the beginning of June were really stressful months for me. Bt
GKSy a0OK22f gl a 2dzi FyR L KIFER | €20 2F GAYS 2y
amosteveryda® LG 61 & NBFffte Fdzy IYyR AU YIRS YS FSS¢
memories for when | left.
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never forget what my life was like in Costa Rica.

The Good, the Sad and the Exotic
by Todd (age 11)

My family has stayed in Costa Rica for ovelielm &
year. One of the fun times was when me agdf= s
my dad went with our church on a hike up a big 'y
mountain. At the top we had lunch and enjoye s
the view. Another goodine as when we visited M
/2aGlF wAOlF Q& LINBGGASH{H
(Peace Waterfalls). But we were lucky beca P\!L“
three days after we left, an earthquake strugk % !
and destroyed parts of the waterfall and th ;20001 Thomas Ballew (friend from

park. the states who came to help WitBS)
and Todd during one of the good times

July 2008 Todd onthe  Sadly, though, with these good times there aic
plane sorawhere over the
Gulf of Mexico on our
move to Costa Rica.



some sad. Like when | had to say gdye to my first friend, Jordan Dennet. His birthday/going away party
was fun but sad, but | knew he wouldJea great time in Guatemala. Lastly, there once was a time of
exoticness. When we went to the famous Arenal Volcano we could see loads of green, strange plants, a
there also was at least six lava heated pools. And these are my memories of Costa Rica.

Growing up
by Soraya (with some help from dad)
2 KSY 6S I NNAGSR: {2Nle&l O2dzZ R y20 S@Sy oltlo b 2
the most of all of us in so many different ways. Her story is in a few pictures.
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How to contact us

Snail Mail: We love getting mail, put please hold off on sendingnad mailuntil we geé our new
address in PeruwWe 6 | | share that in the next ne

E-Mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpreéinglish)

www.circuloabiertoparaperu.wordpress.cqBspariol)

Twitter: OpenCirclePeru

Facebook: Ash McEuen

Online Photo Album: picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta areaumber we answer through our computer)

2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)

Our phone (and skype) is hooked through our computer in a back room. We will try ti
listen for the phone, but sometimes (okay, often) miss it. Leave a message, ahdete \
back to you.

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we carbtalkdedfor free)

We are still in need of ongoing financial support of our ministry. If you believe God has called us and that we are subposed
sharing the love of God with the people of Peru, please prayerfully consider ongoing monthly quarterly or yearly $uppare | d o n
get enough, we wil/| have no choice but to return tddketohe st
partner with us, please complete the form on the following page and send it to The Mission Society (thésaatdies bottom of the

card).


mailto:southernbranch@peoplepc.com
http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress
http://www.circuloabiertoparaperu.wordpress.com/
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIS$, TODD, AND SORAY. *

Through careful and earnest prayer, | have come to the following decision:

I/we will pray for you. Please send me/us your prayer letter.
Please update me bynaail
As Godprovides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /yeas
| would like to give a ond¢ime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

| would like to be your liaison with my church or organization.

I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc)

MEMBER

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gi fts: il
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 300162637 % The Mission Society




