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We made it to Peru!

t was very hard to leave Costa Rica. Over the past year, we had made ¢
I number of great friends, many of whom we know we will not sgaia on

this side of heaven. As the plane lifted off from the airport in San José,w | = =
watched out the windows as the green fields and mountains became smaller i
smaller. Because of the size of the country, we had not even reached cruisin
altitude whenwe found ourselves over the Pacific Ocean. A little more than
three hours later, with the majestic Andes Mountains rising above the clouds i
the distance, we saw the brown and grey costal deserts of our new home
country. We had arrived in the capitatycof Lima.

Billy, Laurie and Sarah Drum, members of our team whom we met wh
we were applying to become missionaries with The Mission Society, met us a
the airport. (The rest of the team, the Ivey family, would meet us in Huancayc
Following a dg errands, contracts, and record checks for our work visas, we
took the seven hour bus ride from Lima to Huancayo. The ride starts justa fe =
feet above sea level, and as the desert and the city fell behind us, the mounta
rose dramatically in front. Hfee hours or so later, we were catching our breath =
as we crossed the continental divide at °

Statistics and Factsf more than three miles elevation (three o T
.. . . n adobe building near Jauja, Perd. AyliS t
where we are |IVInQ( t_|mes as high as Denver, Colorado). A the picture on our six hour bus ride from Lima.
little further along we passed thrOUQh About an hour later, we finally arrived at our

T The original name of Huancayo | b gixth most polluted city in the new home in the city of Huancayo
wasWankayuqwhich means

~ 4 ~ 0
A2YSOKAY3 £A]S wqud, La @oya, where 95% of the o
i ONBR NBOl¢é Ay children have elevated levels of lead poisoning due to copper (and other
L o mineral) mining in the area. Two hours later, we entered our new hometown.
T &vdzSOKdzl ¢ NIBTSN]
people who have lived in this

; St A mixture of adobe, concrete and steel, this city of around 500,000
region of South America (in the

Andes Mountains) and to the _peopl_e stoodn stark_cont_ras_t to the city in WhiCh Wg’_d lived the_ past year. It
language they speak. There are{ 1S @ city of cultural diversity in which women in tradltlona_l clothing eat ice .
least 17 distinct dialects of their | €réam cones and talk on cell phones on the city square in front of the Spanish
language. Cathedral. A modern mall happeared since our first visit, and it may have
one of the only food courts in the world where a person can feagtedcow

heart on a stick for dinner. Right next to the mall is the traditional market
where one can buy anything from charcoal with which todaifire to plants

to plucked chickens hanging by their feet to fresh (or not so fresh) alpaca

1 Huancayo is the capital of the
Junin district and is located due
east of Lima, Per0.

T Huancayo lies at an altitudef meat.
3,271 meters (10,731 feet).
 1dzt yOl ez A& 1y2 We’'re here. We have a lot to learn, no doubt about it, but we made it.

dzy 02y 1lj dz8NJ 0 f S O] Thanks to all of you for all you have done to get us to this point.
people who lived here refused to

be conquered by the Incan empirg iQué Dis los bendiga! May God bless you!
and others.




Ten first impressions of Peru
(after a year in Costa Rica)

1. There are differences in the
Spanish spoken here, and the
Spanish spoken in Costa Rica

2. The landscape reminds us a lot off
southeastern Montana.

3. The temperatures are extreme. It
is hot during theday and cold at
night.

4. The people are generally shorter
in stature than us, and they have
very sweet personalities and are

A view from the top of our roof looking toward the northwest. 5.

Our Home and School
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is a lot easier to answer than tlsecond We live in a house located
about 15 blocks (more or less) from the downtown area. Each of the olded
kids has his or her own rooand Soraya is sharing a room with Audra and
Ash. Those rooms are on the second floor of theg house. Downstairs is ouy
living room/dining room area, a hédifath and a kitchen as well as some
storage areas. Because we don’t get a lot of rain here, makedfouses 9.
have flat roofs. Just off of the outside laundry area on the second floor, thgre
are some spiral metal stairs leading up to the roof. One of the biggest thinps
that have occupied our time here is the fact that homes do not come
furnished witheither furniture or appliances. . We have, therefore, been

hospitable.

No one has knocked on our gate
begging for food.

6. There is a whole aisle in the

A A s produce section filled with | PN
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7. Beéd ear![J (a2 comamcz)n foLcj)dzhere?
is actually pretty good.

8. The traditional drink made from

purple/blue corn ¢hichg is

awesome.

Women don’t wear high heeled

shoes everywhere (like they did in

Costa Rica).

10. The air is a lot thinner here.

I NB

walking to the furniture district in town to find what we need. Fortunately the prices are not as high here, and we have
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1 Please pray that we find the right
school or right program for the kids.

1 Aylil really wants to continue in
ballet, but we are having a hard
time finding the right schools.

9 Soraya’s introduction to Peru was a
case of Rubella (even though she’s
had the shos). She’s on the mend,
though.

1 We are in the process of finding the
exact nature of our ministry here.
Please pray that God will put us in
the right places to meet the right
LS2LX S G GKS NA

9 Our new house help is named
Maria. She has not wked for an
American family before and is
nervous. Please pray that she
becomes comfortable with us.

been able to furnish everything for about $5000.

As for the second astion concerning the kids” schooling, we are still
working on that. Our original plan was to enroll them in a local school. The
problem is that they are on a different schedule than is used in the United
States or their school in Costa Rica. Here scstaoted in March and will
end in December. Last Monday, they started their second semester. Last
Wdzy S ¢2RRX ! @fAl IyYyR YAl TFTAYyAaKSR
respectively. That raises a lot of questions for us, including: If we enroll
them inschool now, in what grade would they be enrolled? Do we just wait
dzy i Af GKS ySEG aOKz22ft &SIFNJ adlkNIak
June until next March. That is way too long to wait. They can audit classes in
a number of schools, sittg in the classes, taking notes, taking tests, but for
no grade. This would help them to practice their Spanish, but might be
discouraging to do all the work for no credit. It would, however, give them a
chance to meet local Peruvian kids their ages.at\bout home school?

The problem with that is it would take time out of ministry in the community
for Audra and Ash to teach the kids. Another option on Internet based
RAAGFYOS tSINYAy3d YARRES YR KAIK &
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Learning a new culture
kay, so we’ve finally made it to Perd. Now what? We still feel
Cstrongly that this is where God wants us to serve, so over the nex
few months the general ideas of our ministry will become more ar
more specific. As a part of the process, we béltaking time to learn
the history and culture of our new culture. We want to learn and know
at least what the average student in the schools here is taught about h |
own culture. We know that because we are outsiders, we will be maki
some cultural nstakes. The more we know beforehand, the less of a
major impact those mistakes will make on the ministry here.

We want to include you in our explorations and discovery here.
After all, while you are the hands and feet of Christ in your local
community, we are your fingertips in ministry here. In the coming y
months, we will be including here some of what we are learning about //,
the culture. These cultural glimpses are things that, according to / {
Peruvian friends of ours, every child learnshie schools here As you
read, perhaps you can help us to discover starting points from which we
can share the love of the one true God: the fathitee son and the Holy Above: Some Peruvian people at the bus stop in Jauja
Spirit.2 S 60S3AAY Ay (GKS 0SIAAYYAY I G A GRPUr{PHZESR P SEFRNBI G A 2 v

near the continental divide. (Photos by Kia)

The Creation (a Quechua legend) F

In the beginning of time everything was dark and empty. The
creator god Con Ticsa Viracocha created the heavens, the earth and tl
first humans. He populet the earth with huge animals and primitive
people. They didn’t live in harmony or with any sense of order becaus
it was all dark.One day the god Con Ticsa Virelca came out of Lake :
Collasuyo with a few other lesser gods. He saw the way the pampke
living and got very angry. In his anger, he turned them all into stones.
was then that he made the sun and the day and made them walk in the
paths set for them. Later he made the stars and the moon. The
primitive-peopleturned-stone were used amodels as then made a
certain number of people: one to be the leader and lord, a number of
pregnant women and a number of women with children. Turning to the
yS¢é KdzYlyas /2y ¢A0&l AN} OK2OK
valleys in the country. Wihgou need to do is go to the springs, rivers
and caves that | tell you to go to. When you get there, you're job is to
LJ2 LJdzf F S GKS I yRdE

Being good human beings, they did just that, and when they had finished their work (that is, when the land was
populated), they all returned to Lake Collasuyo to reunite with Con Ticsa Viracocha and to walk with him in the mists of
the lake.

The first people to come to the Mantaro Valley (the valley in which Huancayo is located) were Atay
Imapuramcapia (the man) aridruchumpi (the woman). They came out of a spring in Hauri. For a while they continued
to worship Con Ticsa Viracocha, but with the passing of the generations, they forgot their creator and began to worshig
Huallallo Carhuancho, a god that took the foofra dog. Viracocha didn’t like this, so he began to punish the lesser god.
As Huallallo Carhuancho ran away, Viracocha turned him into the talleowsved mountain that can be seen in the
valley, Huaytapallana.
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We finally made it to Peru on August 17, 200Blease pray about partnering with us financially soweatanstaythere.

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, TODRD, AND S@GRAYA, § ,

Through careful and earnest prayer, | have come to the following decision:
ECFA
I/we will pray for you. Please send me/us your prayer letter. W
Please update me byneail o
As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ npanth / quarter /year
I would like to give a ordime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

| would like to be your liaison with my church or organization.
| would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dianemash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc)

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift,@pplicable) to:
The Mission Society

PO Box 922637
Norcross, GA 30012637

Designate gifts: il
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Thanks to Farmville UMC
for their recent fundraiser on

our behalf. We appreciate
you very much!




